RHS, RBS, RUS, FSA, USDA

(Refer to paragraph (a) of this section
should the approval official for the ac-
tion determine that an EIS is nec-
essary.) Additionally, all applicable
consultation and coordination proce-
dures required by law or regulation
will be initiated with the appropriate
Federal or State agency(s). Such proce-
dures will be accomplished in the most
expeditious manner possible and modi-
fied to the extent necessary and mutu-
ally agreeable between FmHA or its
successor agency under Public Law 103-
354 and the affected agency(s). The pro-
visions of this paragraph are limited to
the same emergency circumstances and
scope of action as specified in para-
graph (a) of this section.

§1940.333 Applicability to planning as-
sistance.

The award of FmMHA or its successor
agency under Public Law 103-354 funds
for the purpose of providing technical
assistance or planning assistance will
not be subject to any environmental
review. However, applicants will be ex-
pected to consider in the development
of their plans and to generally docu-
ment within their plans:

(a) The existing environmental qual-
ity and the important environmental
factors within the planning area, and

(b) The potential environmental im-
pacts on the planning area of the plan
as well as the alternative planning
strategies that were reviewed.

§1940.334 Direct participation of State
Agencies in the preparation of
FmHA or its successor agency
under Public Law 103-354 EISs.

FmHA or its successor agency under
Public Law 103-354 may be assisted by
a State Agency in the preparation of
an EIS subject to the conditions indi-
cated below. At no time, however, is
FmHA or its successor agency under
Public Law 103-354 relieved of its re-
sponsibilities for the scope, objectivity,
and content of the entire statement of
any other responsibility under NEPA.

(a) The FmMHA or its successor agen-
cy under Public Law 103-354 applicant
for financial assistance is a State
Agency having statewide jurisdiction
and responsibility for the proposed ac-
tion;
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(b) FMHA or its successor agency
under Public Law 103-354 furnishes
guidance to the State Agency as to the
scope and content of the impact state-
ment and participates in the prepara-
tion;

(c) FmHA or its successor agency
under Public Law 103-354 independently
evaluates the statement and rectifies
any major deficiencies prior to its cir-
culation by the Agency as an EIS;

(d) FmHA or its successor agency
under Public Law 103-354 provides,
early in the planning stages of the
project, notification to and solicits the
views of any land management entity
(State or Federal Agency responsible
for the management or control of pub-
lic lands) concerning any portion of the
project and its alternatives which may
have significant impacts upon such
land management entities; and

(e) If there is any disagreement on
the impacts addressed by the review
process outlined in paragraph (d) of
this section, FmHA or its successor
agency under Public Law 103-354 pre-
pares a written assessment of these im-
pacts and the views of the land man-
agement entities for incorporation into
the draft impact statement.

§1940.335 Environmental review of
FmHA or its successor agency
under Public Law 103-354 pro-
posals for legislation.

(a) As stated in §1940.312(d)(4) of this
subpart, all FmHA or its successor
agency under Public Law 103-354 pro-
posals for legislation will receive an
environmental assessment. The defini-
tion of such a proposal is contained in
§1508.17 of the CEQ regulations.

(b) The environmental assessment
and, when necessary, the EIS will be
prepared by the responsible Agency
staff that is developing the legislation.

(c) If an EIS is required, it will be
prepared according to the requirements
of §1506.8 of the CEQ Regulations.

§1940.336 Contracting for professional
services.

(a) Assistance from outside experts
and professionals can be secured for the
purpose of completing EIS, assess-
ments, or portions of them. Such as-
sistance will be secured according to



